
 
This information was developed to assist GAWDA members in complying with government regulations; it does not constitute legal advice, and users 
are advised to obtain legal counsel to develop their individual compliance programs. Additionally, GAWDA does not guarantee that use of this material 
will ensure compliance with any regulatory or legal standard.   
 
GAWDA Member Alert  August 20, 2026 

  

 

Regulatory Update 

20 August 2026 

 

PHMSA Issues Final Rules on 
Revisions to Hazmat Regulations 

 
 

 
The Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration has issued a series of 
final rules implementing reforms to the agency’s Hazardous Materials Regulations.  
The revisions become effective September 3, 2026. 
 

• HM-268A: Reducing Burdens on Domestic Aerosol Shippers.  Revises the 
aerosol definition in § 171.8 to remove the requirement that it contain a 
liquid, powder, or paste. This would let small quantities of gas be shipped  
in aerosol containers instead of more costly cylinders or needing a special 
permit, aligning with international standards—helping U.S. companies 
compete globally. 

• HM-268B: Reducing Costs to Domestic Shippers and Carriers of Limited 
Quantities. Allows a smaller limited quantity marking in § 172.315(a)(2), 
reducing packaging and labeling costs and helping carriers move more 
packages per trip. 

• HM-268C: Reducing Burdens on Domestic Companies Using Battery-
Powered Equipment in Trades. Updates § 173.6 to increase the amount of 
lithium batteries allowed under the Materials of Trade (MOTs) exception. 
This would help companies using battery-powered equipment, like 
landscapers, to transport needed tools. 

• HM-268D: Hazardous Materials: Reducing Burdens to Domestic Carriers. 
Allows emergency response information (ERI) to be displayed 
electronically, removing the current requirement for printed copies and 
easing compliance for shippers. 

• HM-268E: Remove Redundant List of U.S. EPA CERCLA Hazardous 
Substances. References the 40 CFR § 302.4 hazardous substance list instead 
of duplicating it in the HMR, eliminating 27 pages of duplicative regulatory 
text in the 49 CFR. 

  

https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2026-08-04/pdf/2026-15803.pdf
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2026-08-04/pdf/2026-15805.pdf
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2026-08-04/pdf/2026-15823.pdf
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2026-08-04/pdf/2026-15808.pdf
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2026-08-04/pdf/2026-15809.pdf
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• HM-268F: Reducing Burdens by Allowing Continued Use of DOT Special 

Permit Packaging.  Allows continued use of DOT special permit (SP) 
packaging for its full lifespan, even if the permit isn’t renewed or the 
original holder no longer exists. 

• HM-268G: Improving Efficiencies for Special Permits and Approvals 
Renewals.  Removes the rule requiring special permit renewal applications 
sixty days before expiration. SP holders may now apply for renewal up to 
the expiration date of the permit. This will reduce paperwork and allow 
permit use provided the renewal is filed before expiration. 

• HM-268H: Modernizing Payments to and From America’s Bank Account.  
Requires electronic payment for registration fees, eliminating outdated 
provisions allowing certified checks to improve payment efficiency. 

• HM-268I: Removing Paperwork Burdens on Domestic Motor Carriers.  
Removes the requirement in § 107.620 for motor and vessel carriers to  
carry paper copies of their hazmat registration. Digital verification would  
be allowed instead, reducing unnecessary paperwork. 

• HM-268J: Reduce Training Burdens for American Farmers.  Raises the 
income threshold for farmers exempt from security training from $500,000 
to $825,000 to reflect inflation and ease burdens on small and mid-size farms. 

• HM-268K: Removing Burdensome Rail Reporting Requirements.  Removes 
outdated rail regulations and reporting requirements, such as references to 
steam-era materials and unnecessary reporting to non-federal groups like the 
Bureau of Explosives. 

• HM-268L: Adopt DOT Special Permits 12412 and 11646 into the HMR.  
Adopts special permits allowing IBCs and drums to be unloaded while still 
on transport vehicles when specific safety control measures are followed, 
easing burdens for various small businesses. 

• HM-268M: Adopt DOT-SP 21287 into the HMR.  Adopts a special permit 
allowing small refrigerating machines with low-risk flammable gases (A2L) 
to be transported like non-flammable refrigerant gases, easing compliance 
burdens. 

• HM-268N: Adopt DOT-SP 21379 into the HMR.  Adopts a special permit 
allowing large refrigerating systems with A2L gases to be transported under 
the same rules as systems using non-flammable refrigerant gases, reducing 
compliance burdens. 

  

https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2026-08-04/pdf/2026-15810.pdf
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2026-08-04/pdf/2026-15811.pdf
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2026-08-04/pdf/2026-15812.pdf
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2026-08-04/pdf/2026-15813.pdf
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2026-08-04/pdf/2026-15814.pdf
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2026-08-04/pdf/2026-15815.pdf
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2026-08-04/pdf/2026-15816.pdf
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2026-08-04/pdf/2026-15817.pdf
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2026-08-04/pdf/2026-15818.pdf
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• HM-268O: Adopt DOT-SP 14175 into the HMR.  Extends the requalification 

interval for 3A and 3AA cylinders in flammable and non- flammable, 
nonpoisonous gas service. gas cylinders from 5 to 10 years, when using  
UE testing or hydrostatic testing with visual inspection. This final rule adds 
a new paragraph (b)(2) to 49 CFR 180.209. This change will reduce testing 
costs for companies using these cylinders. 

• HM-268P: Adopt DOT-SP 21478 into the HMR.  Allows empty IBCs with 
only residue to be transported like non-bulk packages, without shipping 
papers, hazmat placards, or UN ID numbers, reducing costs for the IBC 
reconditioning industry. 

 
 GAWDA’s comments to this rulemaking docket supported adoption of 
several of the changes, including the elimination of the 60-day special permit 
renewal requirements, allowing parties to an SP for cylinders to continue using the 
permit if the original permit holder does not renew it, and adoption of a 10-year 
retest cycle for DOT 3A and 3AA cylinders. 
 
 
 
 For additional information contact GAWDA Consultants Mike Dodd at 
mldsafety@hotmail.com, (573) 718-2887, or Rick Schweitzer, 
rpschweitzer@rpslegal.com, (703) 946-2548.   
 

https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2026-08-04/pdf/2026-15819.pdf
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2026-08-04/pdf/2026-15820.pdf
mailto:mldsafety@hotmail.com?subject=GAWDA%20Regulatory%20Alert%2008-20-2026
mailto:rpschweitzer@rpslegal.com?subject=GAWDA%20Regulatory%20Alert%2008-20-2026

