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Discussion Topics

 CGA/FEMA cloth face covering shipments

 New FDA Fact Sheets
 Use of Respirators, Facemasks, and Cloth Face 

Coverings in the Food and Agriculture Sector 
During Coronavirus Disease (COVID-19) Pandemic

 What to Do If You Have COVID-19 Confirmed 
Positive or Exposed Workers in Your Food 
Production, Storage, or Distribution Operations 
Regulated by FDA
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Respirators, etc.
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Respirators, etc.

 Collaboration with CDC

 When to use:

 Respirators

 Disposable Facemasks

 Cloth Face Coverings

 How to wear/launder cloth face coverings

 Importance of hand hygiene
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COVID-19 Exposure Actions
 What plan does CDC recommend employers have in place to 

address sick workers and continuity of operations?
 What precautions does CDC recommend employers adopt to 

continue operations after workers are suspected to have 
COVID-19 or have been diagnosed with COVID-19?

 What precautions does CDC recommend employers consider 
adopting if they remain open with workers who have had a 
potential exposure to COVID-19 but are symptom-free (i.e., 
asymptomatic)?

 What other precautions does CDC recommend to help reduce 
transmission?

 Is the food supply safe if food workers are exposed to or sick 
from COVID-19?
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What plan does CDC recommend 
employers have in place to address sick 
workers and continuity of operations?

 Worksite assessments and strategies - GAWDA Business 
Continuity Plan

 Identify a “qualified workplace coordinator” to keep 
current on COVID-19 issues and assess the impact to the 
business

GAWDA Consultant's Forum Webinar



GASES AND WELDING DISTRIBUTORS ASSOCIATION

What precautions does CDC recommend employers 
adopt to continue operations after workers are 

suspected to have COVID-19 or have been diagnosed 
with COVID-19?

 Stay or go home if they develop symptoms

 Sick workers (stay home, separate yourself, monitor 
symptoms, doctor, face covering, cover coughs, etc.)

 Close and disinfect areas – 24 hours 

 Open doors and windows, if reasonable

 Contact tracing – inform employees - confidentiality
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What precautions does CDC recommend employers 
consider adopting if they remain open with workers who 

have had a potential exposure to COVID-19 but are 
symptom-free (i.e., asymptomatic)?

 Continue to work/reintegrate – CDC guidance – to protect 
others

 Notify employers about potential exposure

 Employer should check temperatures

 Employees should self monitor
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What other precautions does CDC recommend to 
help reduce transmission?

 Basic infection control training

 Cloth face coverings

 Social distancing

 Hand washing

 Clean/disinfect workplaces/stations
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Is the food supply safe if food workers are 
exposed to or sick from COVID-19?

 The U.S. food supply remains safe for both people and 
animals.

 There is no evidence of food or food packaging being 
associated with transmission of COVID-19 regardless of the 
status of the worker in a plant.

 FDA does not anticipate that food products will need to be 
recalled or be withdrawn from the market should a person 
that works on a farm or in a food facility test positive for 
COVID-19.
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Resources

 Download the two Fact Sheets and CDC guidances

 GAWDA 

 FDA/CDC
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Contact Info

Tom Badstubner

 Office (508) 883-0927

 Cell (443)255-8984

 Email tom@asteriskllc.com
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