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ENCLOSED 
 
Safety Topic:  “Oxygen Fuel Gas Cylinders on Welding Carts”  
Please contact GAWDA's OSHA and EPA Consultant, Tom Eynon for more information. 
 
Traffic Bulletin:  “Your DOT Profile”  
Please contact GAWDA's DOT and Security Consultant, Mike Dodd for more information. 
 
Technology Bulletin:  “iPOD, iTunes, Oh, Why Don’t “i”Have a Mac”   
Please contact GAWDA's Technology Consultant, Scott Ehrnschwender for more information. 
 
Safety Tip of the Month:  “Cy.linders May not be Stored on Welding Carts” 
Please contact GAWDA's OSHA and EPA Consultant, Tom Eynon for more information. 
 
GAWDA Compliance Calendar:  Please use this in conjunction with your GAWDA 
Compliance Manual. 
 
 

July, 2003 
GAWDA is pleased to distribute this information to: 
 
Distributor and Supplier Key Contacts, Distributor  
Additional Mailers and all Compliance Manual Owners. 
 
Please carefully review this mailing and be sure the 
information is passed to the appropriate person within 
your organization. 

Timely Safety Data is a benefit of Membership in GAWDA 



 
 

GAWDA Safety Topic 
 
 
July 2003 - Oxygen-Fuel Gas Cylinders on Welding Carts 
 
OSHA recently informed one of our member customers that leaving oxygen and fuel gas 
cylinders on a cart that was used for cutting and burning purposes was a violation of an OSHA 
standard. The circumstances regarding this particular case was the OSHA inspector concluded 
that the customer was using the cart as a means for storing the two cylinders. 
 
OSHA Standards  
Sections 1910.253 (b)(4)(iii) of the general industry standard and 1926.350(a)(10) of the 
construction standard requires that oxygen cylinders that are in storage be separated from fuel-
gas cylinders and combustible materials. It specifies that the cylinders either be separated by a 
minimum of 20 feet or have a non-combustible fire wall (with a fire resistance rating of one half 
hour) at least five feet high. However, the standard does not specify when cylinders are 
considered to be in storage. 
 
When a gas cylinder is considered to be “in storage” 
OSHA considers a cylinder to be in storage when it is reasonably anticipated that gas will not be 
drawn from the cylinder within 24 hours (overnight hours included). At that point the storage 
requirements must be met. In contrast, if it is reasonably anticipated that gas will be drawn from 
the cylinder during the next 24 hours, the cylinder is not considered to be in storage and the 
storage requirements do not apply. "Reasonable anticipation" that gas will be drawn within 24 
hours must be based on whether specific welding or cutting work is planned for that period. An 
assessment must also be made as to the number of gas cylinders expected to be needed to do that 
work and only that number is considered to be out of storage. 
 
Cylinders May Not be Stored on Welding Carts 
The storage requirements cannot be met if an oxygen cylinder and an acetylene cylinder are on a 
welding cart; they would lack the required separation and there is not normally a fire barrier 
available for a cart that would meet the requirements of the standard. 
 
Conclusion 
This standard interpretation applies to GAWDA members as well as to your customers. This is 
an interpretation that is not well known, but has been cited. If you leave your oxygen and fuel 
gas cylinders on a cart and no specific welding, cutting or burning is planned within the next 24 
hours after the equipment was last used, you are in violation of one of the above applicable 



standards. If it is not reasonably anticipated that gas will be draw from the cylinders within the 
next 24 hours, the cylinders must be stored according to the above applicable storage standard. 
 
 
Tom Eynon 
OSHA and EPA Consultant 
Phone 610-873-8566 E-Mail tom.eynon@brcompliance.com 
 
Source 
29 CFR, Part 1910.253 
29 CFR, Part 1926.350 
Standard Interpretations 12/31/98 Definition of “In Storage”. 

mailto:tom.eynon@brcompliance.com


 

 

 

July 2003 
Your DOT Profile 

 
It is always a good idea to know what the DOT has on file regarding your company’s 
profile. 
Two on-line systems are maintained by FMCSA: 

• Safersys  http://www.safersys.org 
o Updated weekly 
o Provides the basic MCS-150 operating data and an overview of a carrier’s 

 Safety record 
 Out-of service percentage (driver, vehicle, hazardous materials) 

and in respect to national averages 
 Safety rating 

• Safestat  http://ai.volpe.dot.gov/mcspa.asp 
o Provides more information and is updated twice a year (March and 

September) 
 Details on every crash reported in the past 30 months 
 Details on each roadside inspection and moving violation in the 

past 30 months 
 Each compliance visit in the past 18 months 

 
FMCSA makes this information available on the Internet for shippers, the media, and 
accident victims’ lawyers to see. If you have bad numbers, it could come back to haunt 
you. 
FMCSA uses this data and Safestat’s complicated algorithm, which gives different 
weights to different statistics, to decide which companies will get compliance reviews 
(audits) and how often their trucks will be pulled over for inspections. 

 
Motor Carrier Identification Number 
A motor carrier identification number is obtained by filing Form MCS–150, available 
without charge from any FMCSA motor carrier safety service center or division office.  
Or you can get information on-line at www.fmcsa.dot.gov. 

http://www.safersys.org/
http://ai.volpe.dot.gov/mcspa.asp
http://www.fmcsa.dot.gov/


Any carrier may obtain a USDOT number, but you are required to obtain one if you are 
in interstate commerce.  Please see March 2001 Traffic Bulletin for more detailed 
information obtaining this number. This Traffic Bulletin is archived along with all the 
other past Traffic Bulletins on the GAWDA website under the Resources tab, 
Consultants, DOT/Security Consultant, Driver/Truck Issues. The link for this particular 
Traffic Bulletin is: 
http://www.gawda.org/secure/traffic/traffic0301.cfm 
You will need a user name and password. If you don’t have yours, contact GAWDA 
headquarters or request one from the www.gawda.org  home page. 
 
If there are any questions regarding this Bulletin, please ask. 
 
Michael Dodd       
GAWDA DOT & Security Consultant 
597 C.R. 467 
Poplar Bluff, MO 63901 
(573) 785-5111  
Fax: (573) 785-5112 
Email: MLDSafety@hotmail.com 

http://www.gawda.org/secure/traffic/traffic0301.cfm
http://www.gawda.org/
mailto:MLDSafety@hotmail.com


 
 
 

iPod, iTunes, Oh, Why Don’t “i” Have a Mac 
By Scott Ehrnschwender 

 
The first computer in our house was an Apple McIntosh. It was easy to learn, simple to 
operate, seldom crashed, and we loved it. But as software and business file compatibility 
became an issue, we switched to Windows. Now, with Apple’s latest iPod portable music 
player and the iTunes Music Store, I long for the Mac days once again. So what is the 
hype? 
 
iPod 
 
The iPod is a pocketsize digital music player weighing just 5.6 ounces (less than 2 CD’s) 
and measures 4.1 x 2 x .62 inches, small enough to easily hold in your hand, slide in your 
pocket, or carry on a belt pack. With three different hard drives 10 GB ($299), 15 GB 
($399), or 30 GB ($499), the iPod can store between 2500 and 7500 songs in various 
music formats, most notably MP3, the new AAC higher compression format, and others. 
That’s up to 10,000 to 30,000 hours of music! Not only is the iPod lightweight, cool to 
use, and can hold an entire library of music, the iPod can also download entire CD’s from 
a computer in as little as 10 seconds. 
 
The iPod syncs with either a Mac or a Windows based computer through a “fire wire” or 
a USB 2.0 connection. In addition, the iPod comes with ear buds, an eight hour battery, 
docking devise, and AC adapter. While music is the predominant reason for purchasing 
an iPod, the device also holds games, the iCal calendar, contact information, to-do lists, 
and text notes.  
 
Almost unanimously, consumer electronics experts rate the Apple iPod as one of the best 
digital music player in the market. However, iPod competitors include over 166 MP3 
player makes and models. Among the highest rated, according to about.com, are Creative 
Labs NOMAD Jukebox, Archos Jukebox, Philips eXpanium, and the Rio line of MP3 
players. 
 
iTunes and iTunes Music Store 
 
What makes the iPod even more special is the combination of Apple’s iTunes music 
software and iTunes Music Store, the online shopping outlet. iTunes 4 is the proprietary 
software that enables Apple computers users to download music, burn CD’s and manage 
their online song files, including sharing files with other Mac users.  
 
iTunes Music Store is Apple’s latest coup, permitting Apple users to download individual 
songs into iTunes from a song list of over 200,000 titles, for 99 cents each and many 
albums for under $10.00. The song list includes music from all five major record 



companies plus several independents. Once downloaded to the Mac, users may burn an 
unlimited number of CD’s for personal use and use songs in any other Mac application, 
such as iPhoto or iMovie. Since the iTunes Music Store was introduced in April, it has 
sold more than three million songs, becoming, by far, the most popular “legal” site for 
downloading songs. So let me hear from those iPod users. Is the reality as good as the 
hype? 
 
The Competition 
 
So what’s to become of us poor Windows users? Are we destined for digital music 
inferiority? No so fast. First, despite Apple’s non-committal position, the rumor mill 
suggests that Apple will open its iTunes and Music Store applications to Windows users 
by the end of 2003. The dollar opportunity is just too large to pass up. But this begs the 
question; If you desire an iPod, iTunes software, and the Music Store, why not just buy 
an Apple computer? Good question.  
 
iTunes Music Store also has a competitor in Rhapsody, an online music store at 
listen.com. Rhapsody offers unlimited access to 338,000 tracks from 12,000 artists for a 
subscription price of $9.95/ month, plus $.79 per song to download. Rhapsody’s 
subscription objective is to convince users that song downloading, or ownership is 
unnecessary. Subscribers can listen to any of Rhapsody’s huge song list from any device 
with an Internet connection, from a home or business computer to a 2.5G or 3.0G cell 
phone, PDA, or laptop on the move, sort of a virtual universe of music that is rented, 
available any time, but is never owned. However, given the iPods popularity, Rhapsody 
has lowered their price to download songs to $.79. An interesting addition is that 
listen.com recently received a major cash injection from Real Networks, one of the major 
online video and audio players. This combination is destined to provide a strong 
Windows alternative to Apples’ iTunes Music Store.  
 
With either choice, the refinement of portable and accessible high quality audio just 
became better.  
 
For more information or questions, please call or e-mail Scott Ehrnschwender at 
Efficiency Associates, Inc. 513.831.0181 phone and fax. scottea444@aol.com 
 
 



 
 

 
 

Cylinders May Not be Stored on Welding Carts 
 
 
Sections 1910.253 (b)(4)(iii) of the general industry standard and 1926.350(a)(10) of 
the construction standard requires that oxygen cylinders that are in storage be 
separated from fuel-gas cylinders and combustible materials. It specifies that the 
cylinders either be separated by a minimum of 20 feet or have a non-combustible fire 
wall (with a fire resistance rating of one half hour) at least five feet high. These storage 
requirements cannot be met if an oxygen cylinder and an acetylene cylinder are stored 
on a welding cart: they would lack the required separation and there is normally not a 
fire barrier available for a cart that would meet the requirements of the standard. 
  
OSHA considers a cylinder to be in storage when it is reasonably anticipated that gas 
will not be drawn from the cylinder within 24 hours (overnight hours included). At that 
point the storage requirements must be met. In contrast, if it is reasonably anticipated 
that gas will be drawn from the cylinder during the next 24 hours, the cylinder is not 
considered to be in storage and the storage requirements do not apply. "Reasonable 
anticipation" that gas will be drawn within 24 hours must be based on whether specific 
welding or cutting work is planned for that period. An assessment must also be made 
as to the number of gas cylinders expected to be needed to do that work and only that 
number is considered to be out of storage. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Attach your mailing label here to mail GAWDA 
Safety Tip to your customers 

 

Important: 
This information is provided by the Gases 
and Welding Distributors Association and 
your local distributors a general guidance 
only and may not explain all relevant safety 
precautions or hazards. 
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